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'Yes, definitely. I am making this statement, seated
before the plantain leaf.

'You must offer me Vishnu Thirtha'.

Vyasarja could have said, 'Oh, I wanted Vishnu
Thirtha to be my successor to the peeta and if he is
offered to you, he will go away to another mutt and the
line of succession will change; therefore, you may ask
for anything else - your mutt can, in fact, boast of
several learned and competent disciples'.  On the
contrary he quietly said, 'Oh, you want Vishnu Thirtha,
please take him by all means.'

Sri Surendra Thirtha, thereafter, gave Vishnu
Thirtha the appellation 'Sri Vijayeendra Thirtha1 and
performed the holy investiture ceremony. The rare
spectacle was witnessed by great ones like Sri
Vyasaraja, Sri Purandara Dasa, Sri Vadiraja, Sri
Kanaka Dasa and Sri Krishnadevaraya, in immense
jubilation and satisfaction.

Sri Vyasaraja never thought for a moment that Sri
Vijayeendra, who was earmarked for occupying his
exalted seat, had become the head of Vibhudendra Mutt.
He had known through his keen insight that this was the
Divine Will, even as Sri Surendra had arrived in
Vijayanagar.

The Rajaguru was well aware that Sri Vijayeendra,
who was under his tutelage, was carrying Divine
Blessings to be able to see Sri Raghavendra (as
Venkatanatha) in his pre-sainthood days. Therefore,
without hesitation, he complied with the request of Sri
Surendra and gifted away that worthy disciple to him.